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http://torontobirding.ca 

 
From September through June, TOC 
members and their guests meet on 
the second Monday of each month 
except the first Monday in May and 
the third Monday in October. 
Meetings are held at 7:30 pm at 
Burgundy Room A, of North York 
Memorial Hall. 
 
Free Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks, 
led by seasoned birders, are 
organized by the TOC to destinations 
in and around Toronto. 
 
The TOC plays a leading role in 
ornithological activities in the Toronto 
Area. Programs include the Christmas 
Bird Count, Mid-Winter Waterfowl 
Inventory, Spring Warbler Survey, 
Whimbrel Watch, and Greater 
Toronto Raptor Watch. 
 
The TOC is a registered charitable 
organization engaged in ornithological 
research and education. A tax receipt 
is available for any donations 
exceeding $10, but not including 
membership fees. 
 
CRA Charity # 87246 3807 RR0001. 
 
The TOC Newsletter is published 10 
times a year, from September to 
June. Submissions are always 
welcome, and can be sent to 
mark.field@rogers.com with TOC 
included in the subject line. 

Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks 
 

Saturday, May 8, 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
“Warblers” – Lambton Woods. 

 
Leader: Don Burton. Meet in the parking lot at James Gardens 
(access from Edenbridge Drive). 
 

Saturday, May 22, 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
“Whimbrel and other Migrants” – Colonel Samuel Smit h Park. 

 
Leader: Steven Favier. Meet in the southerly parking lot at the foot 
of Kipling Avenue. 
 

Monday, May 24, 7:45 a.m. – (all day) 
“Peak Migration” – Toronto Islands. 

 
Leader: Luc Fazio. Meet at the Toronto Islands Ferry Docks at the 
foot of Bay Street to catch the 8:15 a.m. ferry to Hanlan’s Point. 
Bring a lunch. 

May 3 TOC Meeting 
 
Karen MacDonald from the TRCA will be speaking about Colonial 
Waterbird Management at Tommy Thompson Park (Leslie Street Spit). As 
a Project Manager with Toronto and Region Conservation, Karen works 
with a dynamic team on habitat restoration projects that enhance habitat 
for Toronto’s fish and wildlife. Six species of colonial waterbirds nest at the 
park, including the largest colony of Double-crested Cormorants on the 
lower Great Lakes and one of the largest colonies of Black-crowned Night-
Herons in Canada. This presentation will look at population trends and 
management strategies developed for this site including habitat 
enhancement and creation, predator mitigation and behaviour modification. 
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Hudsonian Curlew Day 
By Mark Field 

 
May 24 is a special day on the Canadian calendar. The Legislature of the Province of Canada first declared it to be a 
public holiday in 1845, in recognition of Queen Victoria’s birthday. The first notable celebration happened in 1854, when 
some 5,000 people gathered on the lawn of Government House in Toronto to “give cheers to their Queen” on her 35th 
birthday. 
 
Not only is “May two-four” a national holiday, it is also celebrated as the unofficial start of summer. Many people use this 
day to open their cottages, start planting their gardens, or hold family barbeques. For the majority of Torontonians 
however, the idea of spending May 24th standing on the shores of Lake Ontario, scanning the horizon through binoculars 
with spotting scopes and cameras at the ready, would seem a strange way to spend this wonderful day. Little do they 
know of the date’s significance to the Toronto area birding community. 
 
Hunters were likely first to discover the migration of Whimbrel through Ontario during the late 1800s, when they were 
known as Hudsonian Curlews. Of the three curlew species referred to in Thomas McIlwraith’s Birds of Ontario (1894), it 
was considered the least abundant, but at Hamilton the most frequently observed. 
 

I was once at the Beach in May, when there appeared to be a migratory movement of Hudsonian Curlews 
toward the north. They flew high, in regular order, like geese, and showed no inclination to alight till a boy, 
with a long shot, brought down one, wing broken, from a passing flock. 
 
Knowing the habits of the birds, he quickly tied it to a stake in a moist meadow, and concealing himself close 
by, had good shooting during the afternoon, for the loud outcry made by his prisoner brought down every 
passing flock. 
 
Of late years very few have been seen. In Southern Ontario they are still rare. Occasionally a straggling flock 
of migrants is seen in spring. 

 
P. A. Taverner referred to Hudsonian Curlew in his Birds of Eastern Canada (1922) as “a regular though not abundant 
migrant in the Great Lakes region”. 
 

This is the only Curlew of which we have any satisfactory evidence on the lower Great Lakes. It has learned 
from experience to be a wild and wary bird, and as it now occurs in numbers only locally in the extreme east, 
not very many are taken. 

 
May 24 was declared to be Hudsonian Curlew Day by R. 
Saunders in his book Flashing Wings (1947). On this date 
in 1942 he went down to Ashbridges Bay and saw 80 
Whimbrel while the day before Jim Baillie was out in Lorne 
Park and had a flock of 600 pass overhead. 
 
In recent years, Whimbrel have been reported passing 
through the Greater Toronto Area in significant numbers. 
While their migration seems to occur over the last two 
weeks in May, the 24th is considered to be the traditional 
peak. On this date in 1988, Ulrich Watermann reported 
3,000 Whimbrel seen at the Leslie Street Spit. The highest 
one day total reported by the TOC’s Whimbrel Watch in 
2009 was also on this date, with 1,814 birds counted at 
Colonel Samuel Smith Park. More birds were counted that 
day than on the other 10 days of the Watch combined. 
 
In February 2010, members of the TOC were treated to an 
excellent talk by Fletcher Smith explaining his research 
into Whimbrel Migration Ecology. Using satellite and radio 
transmitters, he has been working to determine the 
migration routes, dates and travel speeds for their 
northward journey. Last year, the TOC, TRCA and the Whimbrel at Darlington Provincial Park, photo by Jean Iron. 
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Center for Conservation Biology collaborated on a Whimbrel Monitoring Program in Toronto. In addition to the Whimbrel 
Watch run by TOC, a datalogger was used at Colonel Samuel Smith Park to determine if any radio-tagged birds passed 
by Toronto. Ten of the birds originally tagged in Virginia were detected between May 22 and 28. 
 
This year will see an expanded Whimbrel Monitoring Program. Two more dataloggers have been obtained, and will be 
located at the Leslie Street Spit and Presqu’ile Provincial Park. The idea of additional donations was broached at the 
February meeting, and was warmly embraced by the membership and Club. A total of $1,380 was contributed by 
members, and the Club added $800 for a total donation of $2,180. This amount would purchase 13-14 radio transmitters. 
 
The Club will also be continuing with the Whimbrel Watch, and is looking for volunteers. A significant number of birds from 
the Virginia staging area fly past Colonel Samuel Smith Park from May 19 to 28 with the peak expected on or about May 
24. The unexpectedly early spring weather this year may alter that arrival time. During that same time period, In addition 
to Whimbrel, it is possible to observe up to ten species of other migrating shore birds at close range. 
 
Volunteers are needed each day from 5:30 a.m. until  7:00 p.m., with two shifts of observers planned la sting 
approximately 8 hours each. The flights tend to occ ur in the morning and mid to late afternoon. Please  contact 
Don Barnett at (416) 588-9724 or dwb126@bell.net wi th your availability so that a schedule of observer s can be 
drawn up. 

A Whimbrel Named Hope 
 
Hope is the name given to a Whimbrel captured as part 
of Fletcher Smith’s research project with the Center for 
Conservation Biology (CCB). She was fitted with a 
satellite transmitter on May 19, 2009 on Virginia’s 
Eastern Shore.  
 
Her migration route took her past the Montreal area on 
her way towards James Bay where she stayed for about 
three weeks, probably visiting the Belcher Islands and 
the area near Polar Bear Provincial Park. Next she 
headed towards the Mackenzie River delta, staying in 
that area for another couple of weeks. Hope staged on 
Southampton Island in Nunavut for three more weeks 
before embarking on a 1,600 km non-stop journey 
passing east of Bermuda and arriving on St. Croix in the 
U.S. Virgin Islands on August 14. 
 
She was discovered there foraging at Great Pond by 
Lisa Yntema on August 20, and reported to CCB using 
the information on her colour bands.  
 
Surveys from 2002-2007 confirmed the presence of 72 
bird species at Great Pond, a Birdlife International IBA. 
While many Whimbrel stage on Caribbean islands 
before continuing on to the northern coast of South 
America to overwinter, Hope preferred to stay at Great 
Pond for entire winter. 
 
Hope left St. Croix on April 9, and completed a 2,400 km 
journey which ended at the same marsh where she was 
captured last May. 
 
Learn more about Hope at http://tinyurl.com/earlyhope, 
and see a map of her incredible journey at 
http://tinyurl.com/maphope. 

This bird was seen on April 15 near the Tommy Thompson 
Park Bird Research Station on the Leslie Street Spit. 

Photo Quiz 
Story on page 7 
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Member Recognition 
By Kevin Seymour 

 
2009 Member of the Year 
 
Margaret Kelch joined the TOC in October of 2005 on the 
nomination of Don Barnett. She became aware of the TOC 
through the High Park Hawkwatch and the Saturday bird course 
run at the ROM by Glenn Coady and Mark Peck, which she had 
taken for the three previous years. 
  
She took on the position of Conservation Councillor in May of 
2006. She was involved as TOC's member on the Carden and 
Tommy Thompson Park Advisory Committees keeping the TOC 
interests at the fore. 
  
Bob Carswell stepped down as President during July of 2007 
and he proposed to Council that Margaret fill in as interim 
President until a permanent replacement could be found. She 
accepted. For a club that historically didn’t even allow women to 
be members, this was a significant move, as Margaret was the 
first woman to serve as president of the TOC; we are sure she 
will not be the last! She served for almost a full year until I took 
over as President in March 2008. 
  
She was the facilitator at the TOC Strategic Retreat in July of 
2008. She has carried on as Conservation Councillor, working 
with a dedicated team. Together, the team has developed the 
very important TOC Conservation Strategy proposed to the 
membership for consideration this spring. The alignment 
between TOC and her becoming Chair of the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada’s Ontario Board in the spring of 2009 
has led to some important synergies for habitat protection.  
 
Last but not at all least, she has aided me immeasurably with 
wise council in moments of need. It is my great pleasure to 
award Margaret Kelch the 2009 TOC Member of the Year. 
 
The certificate says: 

The Toronto Ornithological Club is pleased to award Margaret Kelch 
Member of the year for 2009 

Thank you for your sterling efforts as Chair of the Conservation Committee 
and for your groundbreaking year guiding the club as its President. 

 
Long-time Members 
 
One of the hallmarks of the TOC is its core of long-term members. Your Council has decided to recognize these core 
members of the club by issuing two certificates: one for those who have been members for 25 years or more (there are 18 
of you), and also, most impressively, one for those of you who have been members for 50 years or more (there are 8 of 
you). We calculated the years of membership using the excellent historical membership list assembled by Joan Winnearls 
and Barbara Kalthoff, which was issued to the membership in January 2009. 
 
The 50 years (or more) certificates go to: Fred Bodsworth, Don Burton, George Fairfield, Clive Goodwin, Norm Martin, 
Don Perks, Ron Scovell and Ron Tasker.  
 
The 25 years or more certificates go to: Margaret Bain, David Broughton, Glenn Coady, Hugh Currie, Alec Dobson, Herb 
Elliott, Bruce Falls, Joy Goodwin, Alex Gray, Ann Gray, Brian Gray, Ross Harris, Harry Kerr, Karl Konze, Barry Kent 
MacKay, Martin McNicholl, Jake Smythe and Bob Yukich. 

Photo courtesy of Margaret Kelch. 
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New Members Night 
Text by Jeremy Hatt, Photos by Margaret Kelch 

 
On April 22nd, the TOC held its very first New Members Night. New members 
(those who joined the Club January 2008 to present) were invited to a behind-
the-scenes look at two impressive collections at the Royal Ontario Museum. 
The tour was led by TOC President Kevin Seymour, Assistant Curator of 
Vertebrate Paleontology and Collections Manager at the ROM, and TOC 
Program Councilor Mark Peck, Department of Natural History Technician and 
overseer of the ornithology collection. Twenty-six new members and ten 
Councillors attended. 
 
The event aimed to encourage new members to meet fellow newcomers to the 
Club as well as to get to know their Councillors. The group was granted access 
to two different collections, vertebrate paleontology and the museum’s famed 
ornithology collection.  
 
In the Paleontology collection, Kevin provided a close-up look at various 
dinosaur fossils and casts, a fossilized feather imprint of a mystery species, 
and many other interesting pieces. A detailed description of how the museum 
handles its fossil collections and research into identifying species based on 
even the tiniest fossils was very informative. 

 

Eskimo Curlew 

Rufous Hummingbird “Hannah” 

(L to R) Alex Kovaloff and Rachel Gottesman 

Mark Peck holding a Carolina Parakeet and the 
Rose-breasted Grossbeak painted by John James Audubon 

(L to R) Mark Peck and 
Graydon Saunders  
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(L to R) Jim Grass and Glenn Gulak 

In the Ornithology collection, Mark 
presented a viewing of the specimens 
of North America’s extinct species 
including Carolina Parakeet, 
Passenger Pigeon, Bachman’s 
Warbler, Ivory-billed Woodpecker, 
Great Auk, Eskimo Curlew, and Heath 
Hen. An assortment of nests and eggs 
was on display along with a warbler 
quiz in light of spring migration. 
Members were encouraged to explore 
the vast bird collection at their leisure 
and an additional treat included 
seeing the necropsy report for “Mr. P”, 
the Brampton Phainopepla which died 
in February 2010. The Sulphur-bellied 
Flycatcher which struck a window in 
Oakville on November 6, 2009 and the 
Rufous Hummingbird named 
“Hannah” which was present in 
Niagara Falls in 2004 were also on 
display. Mark also gave a brief history 
of the collection, including the 
amazing donation of 32,267 
specimens from J.H. Fleming’s private 
collections, made possible through the 
encouragement of Lester L. Snyder.  
 
After the tour of the museum, the 
group met at the Bedford Academy for 
food, drinks, and socializing. The 
group buzzed with excitement and 
expressed their delight in the evening. 
 
Huge thanks to Kevin and Mark, 
whose enthusiasm and knowledge 
made the evening a success. Tyler 
Hoar and Greg Stuart were also very 
helpful with facilitating the tour and 
thank you to everyone else who made 
this event possible.  

(L to R) Northern vs. Louisiana Waterthrush  Various preserved nests  

Cooper’s Hawk with extra talons above the intratarsal joint 
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Big Day in May 
 
For anyone who read about Andrew Keaveney’s Big Day in Rondeau last year and thought “that sounds like fun!”, here is 
your chance. This year both Rondeau Provincial Park and Point Pelee National Park are conducting Big Day challenges 
over the May 8-9 weekend. Good Luck and Good Birding! 
 
 
Rondeau Provincial Park 
 
Interested birders can sign up at the Visitor Centre beginning on Friday night (May 7), and have 24 hours from that time to 
complete their list. You can compete individually or with a partner, but you must both see or hear each species for it to 
count. Birds must be seen or heard within the park boundaries to be countable. 
 
Point Pelee National Park  
 
Challenge yourself to a “Big Day” of birding Saturday, May 8 in celebration of International Migratory Bird Day. Entry forms 
will be available at the Visitor Centre the day before. You can enter individually or as a team, and heard only is allowed. 
Boundaries for the competition are defined as the Pelee Birding Area (which serves as the park’s Christmas Bird Count 
circle and includes Point Pelee, Hillman Marsh, Wheatley Harbour and Wheatley Provincial Park). If you return your 
checklist by May 10, your name will be entered in a random draw for a prize package. Participants who find 100 species in 
a day will receive the official “100 species” pin. 
 
Feather Muster 
 
Recently announced, the first annual Feather Muster is a more serious competition than the two listed above. Running for 
24 hours from noon on May 15, this challenge requires a $25 entry fee and also takes place in the Pelee Birding Area. 
You can enter online now, or at the Hillman Marsh Educational Building from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. on May 15. More details 
can be found at www.feathermuster.com. 
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Russell Canning’s B.C. Big Year 
 
At the April TOC meeting, Andrew Keaveney mentioned 
that an attempt is being made to break the current 
British Columbia record for species seen in a calendar 
year. He provided this introduction: 
 
"My good friend and colleague Russell Canning, son of 
the esteemed Dick Canning, is well on his way to 
completing a "big year" of birding in B.C. With such a 
large province and a wide variety of resident birds, this is 
quite a feat to undertake. He will certainly need help 
from many B.C. birders, but I am confident that he will 
surpass the standing B.C. big year record of about 363 
species." 
 
You can follow along at http://bcbigyear.blogspot.com. 
His last update on April 28 brought the count up to 230 
species, with twelve species being added to his list. 

Photo Quiz Answer 
 
While this wasn’t a particularly difficult quiz, 
the story behind this bird is an interesting one. 
This Peregrine Falcon  was observed for 
several hours on April 15 by volunteers at the 
Tommy Thompson Park Bird Research 
Station, located on Peninsula D of the Leslie 
Street Spit. 
 
While not discernable in these photos, the 
bird is carrying multiple bands. On his left leg 
are black over black, 30 over Y. With this 
information, the Canadian Peregrine 
Foundation was able to identify this as a 
second year bird named Stormin. 
 
Hatched at the Sheraton Centre Hotel in 
downtown Toronto, he was banded on May 
28, 2009. 
 
Stormin perched in the study area at the 
research station for most of the day, but was 
also observed standing in Lake Ontario 
having a drink, much to the noisy annoyance 
of nearby gulls. 
 
Peregrines are again nesting on the Sheraton 
Centre Hotel, and by March 30 there were 
four eggs. The latest report on April 30 
announced that two chicks have hatched. A 
live webcam is operating, though the image is 
best in the late afternoon or evening.  
 
For more information please visit 
http://www.peregrine-foundation.ca/. 
 

In the B.C. Breeding 
Bird Atlas Newsletter 

 
TOC member Andrew Keaveney spent some time last 
year conducting surveys for the British Columbia 
Breeding Bird Atlas. Andrew contributed two articles and 
multiple photographs to their newsletter, which we think 
you will find interesting. 
 
A Photographic Journal of the Atlas Breeding Season in 
the North is about his experiences with species such as 
Northern Hawk Owl, White-tailed Ptarmigan, Le Conte’s 
Sparrow and Northern Shrike.  
 
The second article is about opportunities with the Atlas 
project in northern B.C., and how easy it would be for 
easterners to contribute. 
 
http://tinyurl.com/bcbban 

Peregrine Falcon, photo by Mark Field. 
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Habitat Suitability Modeling of the Eastern Yellow- breasted Chat 
(Icteria virens virens ) in Point Pelee National Park 

By Jessica Walker 
�  

Ed - On April 15, 2010, a request for information was posted on ONTBIRDS regarding Yellow-breasted Chat habitat near 
Point Pelee. You can find the request here: http://tinyurl.com/ybchat. We contacted the author for more details, and the 
following article was submitted. 
 
In order for conservation managers to preserve species within an area there needs to be an in-depth knowledge of the 
distributional patterns of focal species within the landscape. This is especially true when the species of concern is 
threatened or endangered and conservation of habitat is essential for species preservation. The Yellow-breasted Chat 
(Icteria virens virens) is one such species that is listed as Special Concern under the Species at Risk Act. Populations 
within Canada are limited due to the bird's natural range, which extends north into the extreme southern part of Ontario. 
Point Pelee National Park is one of two 
strongholds for this species. However, 
populations within the Park have been 
declining greatly over the past few 
years. This decline is likely due to the 
lack of natural disturbance and land use 
change that has resulted in a decrease 
of suitable habitat. Habitat Suitability 
Modeling (HSM) is a useful tool that 
offers conservation managers insight 
into current distributions of species. 
 
Ecological Niche Factor Analysis 
(ENFA) is a modeling technique that will 
be used to predict suitable habitat of the 
chat as well as the White-eyed Vireo 
(Vireo griseus) and the Willow 
Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii). This 
modeling technique will use presence 
only data and environmental variables 
to predict suitable habitat and therefore 
species distribution. The model will use 
predictors such as vegetation 
composition of breeding territories and 
nest patch vegetation composition to 
identify potential suitable habitat within 
the Anders Field Complex. This 
research will provide insight into 
breeding habitat requirements of these 
species to then model and identify 
suitable habitat within Point Pelee 
National Park. The initiation of this study 
responds to Parks Canada's mandate 
on protecting species at risk, restoring 
imperiled habitats and improving 
ecological integrity in Canada's National 
Parks for the benefit of present and 
future generations. 
�  
Parties involved: Brian Craig, Parks 
Canada; Leonardo Cabrera, Parks 
Canada; Christine Bishop, Environment 
Canada; Jessica Walker, Master 
student at University of Waterloo; Dr. 
Stephen Murphy, Thesis supervisor. 

Yellow-breasted Chat, photo by Iain Flemming. 
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“For the Birds” Birdhouse Competition 
 

Do you think you have the architectural skills to build a 
first-rate birdhouse with a beautiful and practical design? 
Last year, the Toronto Botanical Gardens (TBG) hosted a 
competition for architects, landscape architects, interior 
and environmental designers, and other professionals to 
see who could design the most creative and feasible 
birdhouses for a number of species. The competition is on 
again this year and houses will be built for Eastern 
Bluebird, Black-capped Chickadee, Eastern Phoebe, 
Eastern Screech-Owl, Tree Swallow, Purple Martin and 
House Wren.  
 
This event highlights the plight of songbirds due to 
environmental degradation, encourages wildlife 
preservation, ecological awareness and sustainability, 
informs TBG visitors about the principles of bird nesting, 
habitat and support, and underscores the TBG’s ongoing 
mandate to promote environmental awareness through 
education. The birdhouse Design Competition “For the 
Birds” is a showcase of soaring creativity. The winning 
designer will have their birdhouse displayed at the 
Summer Showcase event and if selected by the jury, may 
be installed permanently in the TBG Gardens. 
 
For more details on registering and contest rules, please 
visit http://torontobotanicalgarden.ca/birds/ where you can 
also see last year’s entries and winners and get more 
information on the TBG’s mandate to protect bird life. The 
deadline for registration in the individual category is June 
7, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. This event was advertised at Bridget 
Stutchbury’s book launch for The Bird Detective, which 
was held at the Toronto Botanical Gardens. 

 

Santa Marta Sabrewing 
 
TOC member Jess MacKenzie introduced many of us 
to the El Dorado Bird Reserve with her article in last 
month’s newsletter. One species not reported in her 
article was the Santa Marta Sabrewing, which is listed 
as endangered on the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species. 
 
Endemic to the Santa Marta Mountains, this bird has 
been listed as endangered since 2000. While 
considered fairly common locally on the south-east and 
north slopes of the Santa Marta Mountains, it has not 
been documented for some time – until now. 
 
On March 24, 2010, one was captured and banded by 
Laura Cárdenas, who also took the first ever 
photograph of a Santa Marta Sabrewing. 
 
The link below will take you to a New York Times article 
about this extraordinary event, and contains this unique 
photo of the bird in-hand. http://tinyurl.com/nytsas 

How good of a bird 
photographer are you? 

 
Here is your chance to strut your stuff, and possibly win 
one of five prizes. The Creative Bird Photography 
Contest is running from April 12 to May 21, and will be 
judged by wildlife photographer Bill Coster. There have 
already been 368 entries, as of May 1, so feel free to 
check out the competition. This contest is being hosted 
on the flickr website. 
 
Information on this contest can be found at: 
http://tinyurl.com/cbpcontest 
 
The TOC Newsletter is also interested in your bird 
photos. If you have any photos you would like to submit 
to the newsletter, please send them to 
mark.field@rogers.com. 

Tree Swallows, photo by Mark Field. 
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Membership Nominations 
 
Maya Ricker-Wilson 
 
Maya has loved birds ever since a Pileated Woodpecker flew by and almost grazed her head while she visited a 
campground at the age of eight. As a child, she frequently birded in the Don Valley, and once wrote a picture book about 
migrating Black-and-white Warblers which she read to her class. Her parents bought her a field guide and soon became 
enthusiastic birders too, taking Maya on birding trips to Long Point, British Columbia, Belize and Mexico. After a hiatus 
from birding during her teenage years, Maya’s interest was rekindled by a stray flock of Pine Grosbeaks in Guelph, where 
she was attending university. Upon moving back to Toronto, she started volunteering at the Tommy Thompson Park Bird 
Research Station. This was a life-changing experience for her, and she is now in her fourth migration season. Maya 
continues to study Psychology, but is seriously considering further work in environmental monitoring or bird banding. 
Maya has found the presentations she’s seen at TOC meetings to be fascinating. By joining the TOC Maya hopes to meet 
more people who share her interest in birding, and to learn more about bird identification, habits and conservation. 
 
Proposed by Mark Field 
 
 
Jeff Warren 
 
Jeff Warren is a biologist by training and education and applies this in his job as an ecologist and senior project manager 
with a consulting company in the GTA. His interest in the natural world can be attributed to spending most summers at his 
grandparents’ cottage in Georgian Bay where he developed a keen interest in the bird life that was found around the 
cottage and elsewhere. He explored the area by foot and canoeing and also grew up near Oshawa Creek where he spent 
a significant amount of time learning his birds and plants over many years. Following university he joined the Pickering 
Naturalists where he continued to learn his birds through lectures, field outings, and participating in the Christmas Bird 
Count. He served a term as vice president and then president of the Pickering Naturalists. 
 
He looks forward to the opportunity to be a member of the TOC to continue to learn about birds and their natural history 
and to join with others in sharing that experience.  
 
Proposed by Kevin Seymour 

Bird Walks at 
Tommy Thompson Park 

 
Sundays, from May 2 to June 9 

8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
 
Interested in a guided walk at Tommy Thompson 
Park? Experienced birders will lead you through some 
of the best birding spots, helping to point out and 
identify many of the resident and migratory birds that 
rely on this urban wilderness. End the walk with a visit 
to the Tommy Thompson Park Bird Research Station 
to see bird banding demonstrations and learn about 
the important monitoring and research being done to 
conserve migratory birds. 
 
Participants will meet at the entrance to the park, at 
the foot of Leslie Street at Unwin Avenue. The walk 
will begin promptly at 8:00, so make sure to get there 
early! There is no potable water or food at the park, so 
bring plenty of fluids and snacks. Long pants and 
boots are strongly recommended to protect you from 
biting insects. Finally, don’t forget your binoculars and 
field guide! 
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Conservation Report 
By Margaret Kelch 

 
Conservation Strategy 
 
Input on the draft strategy was reviewed by the Conservation Task Group in a working session and the final version has 
now been approved by Council. Many thanks to all those who participated. Please find the amended version below. 
 
This strategy will now be used as the back drop to our conservation activities. 

 
 

Toronto Ornithological Club Conservation Strategy 
 

A club for serious birders with one of its aims: “o rganize or participate in 
projects designed to protect and preserve important  habitats for birds”. 

 
The TOC Conservation Strategy is a broad philosophy, informed by good research, that provides the basis for the Club’s 
conservation activities. 
 
The strategy has two objectives: to preserve and protect habitat and reduce bird mortality. The strategy outlines the tools 
the Club will use to achieve these objectives. 
 
Our activities and credible positions will be informed by research from other reputable organizations and scientists as well 
as TOC members. 
 
Objective One: Habitat 
 
We want to protect and promote good bird habitat. Our focus is principally on habitats in the GTA, but also on migration 
and wintering habitats: 
 

·  That include endangered birds 
·  That provide places for birds to live and through which to migrate 
·  That allow breeding birds to flourish 
·  That provide birders with good opportunities to view birds 

 
Objective Two: Mortality 
 
We want to help lower bird mortality rates, however caused, particularly in the GTA. 
  
Advocacy 
 
The TOC will achieve these objectives through advocacy as follows: 
 
We will: 
 

·  Be vocal in implementing our strategy 
·  Craft and communicate TOC positions on major issues 
·  Attend public forums 
·  Appoint ambassadors to conservation-related organizations 
·  Partner strategically to enhance TOC messaging 
·  Educate the public 
·  Create larger advocacy groups through combinations with other clubs 
·  Inform and involve our membership 
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Colonel Samuel Smith Park 
 
Further to the City of Toronto Parks and Recreation Staff invitation, Don Barnett and Margaret Kelch attended at a field 
tour of the Park to review the challenges currently being experienced at the Park. Three City staff led the tour and areas 
needing habitat restoration were viewed and discussed. Also discussed were the vandalism and off leash dog issues that 
are impacting the safe stopping for migratory birds. 
 
Dog Off Leash Bylaw Infractions 
 
With respect to dog bylaw issues it is now possible to use the new 311 city services hotline to report occasions when you 
see dogs off leash in on leash areas. Simply dial 311 and indicate you wish to report a dog off leash bylaw infraction. You 
will be forwarded to Animal Services 416-338-7297 and receive a series of prompts. Use prompt #3 bylaw infractions and 
report the Park in question. The more we do this the greater the bylaw officer activity! 
 
Carden Alvar Bird Counts 
 
Just a reminder that the Carden bird counts are quickly approaching. The dates this year are May 29th and June 12th. If 
you wish to join one of teams please contact Val Jacobs at valerie.jacobs@rogers.com. 
 
 

Outings Report 
By Sarah Box 

 
Oshawa Second Marsh, April 24, 2010 

  
On April 24th, 28 participants enjoyed a beautiful spring morning for the TOC's inaugural outing at Oshawa Second 
Marsh, observing over 1,100 Bonaparte's Gulls and 34 Little Gulls which we later saw heading out over the lake to feed on 
ghost midges. Early arrivals enjoyed great looks at two Eastern Meadowlarks flying past the observation platform, and 
some members of the group were fortunate enough to see and hear a singing Brown Thrasher. Several species of 
waterfowl were seen, including Ruddy Ducks, American Wigeons, Northern Shovelers, Green- and Blue-winged Teal and 
both scaup species. Dunlin and both species of Yellowlegs were observed foraging along the mudflats. Other highlights 
included a Palm Warbler and several Yellow-rumped Warblers, in both cases the first of the season for many of the group. 
We walked along the lakeshore, noting several Common Loons and two Horned Grebes as well as a good variety of 
ducks on the lake, to Darlington Provincial Park. We returned via McLaughlin Bay Wildlife Reserve, where a Red-tailed 
Hawk provided a fine sight in the sunshine before the walk concluded at lunchtime. Many thanks to Tyler Hoar for leading 
the outing and sharing his great knowledge of the area with such enthusiasm.  

Scanning Lake Ontario for waterfowl, photo by Norah Jancik 
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The youngest participant, Chris, photo by Margaret Kelch. 

Tyler Hoar, our walk leader, photo by Margaret Kelch. 

Anne Shaw, photo by Margaret Kelch. 

John Crawford, Jim and Petra Grass, photo by Margaret Kelch. 

Black-capped Chickadee collecting nest material, 
photo by Margaret Kelch. 

 

John Catto, photo by Norah Jancik 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Financial Assistance Available for Breeding Bird Su rvey routes in Northern Ontario  
 
Are you interested in a northern Ontario birding experience that contributes to boreal bird conservation? This opportunity 
may be for you! 
 
A special incentive program is available to increase Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) coverage in under-surveyed areas in 
Ontario, particularly northwestern Ontario. The BBS will reimburse travel expenses for skilled birders who agree to run at 
least one priority BBS route in Ontario’s boreal forest region. This BBS travel assistance program is being coordinated by 
Bird Studies Canada, in cooperation with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment Canada.  
 
The volunteer-based BBS is an important source of information on North American birds. BBS results are widely used to 
track the status of bird populations and focus bird conservation efforts. Currently, only a handful of the Breeding Bird 
Survey routes in northern Ontario are being surveyed regularly. This region is an important part of Canada’s “boreal bird 
nursery” and additional BBS coverage is urgently needed to track bird populations and advance boreal bird conservation.  
 
Each predetermined BBS route consists of 50 roadside stops. A three-minute point count is done at each stop and all 50 
stops must be done the same day. Each survey starts at sunrise and takes about five hours to complete. Routes are 
surveyed once in June and volunteers are expected to be able to survey the same route for several consecutive years to 
maintain consistency of reporting. Because many of these boreal routes have never been run, you will need to scout the 
route the afternoon or evening before running the route. More information on the survey methods can be found on the 
Canadian BBS website (http://www.cws-scf.ec.gc.ca/nwrc-cnrf/default.asp?lang=En&n=416B57CA). 
 
BBS surveyors must be very good at “birding by ear” and able to quickly identify all birds in the area by sight and sound. 
Previous experience doing point counts is helpful (e.g., for the breeding bird atlas). Having a helper to do the driving is 
strongly recommended.  
 
To qualify for the special Northern Ontario BBS travel assistance program, participants must be willing to survey at least 
one priority route on an ongoing basis (minimum of three years) and enter their data online. Available routes are mostly 
located in northwestern Ontario. Qualified participants will be compensated for mileage and receive a per diem for food 
and accommodations (up to maximum of $400 per route). 
 
For more information contact Audrey Heagy, Ontario BBS Coordinator, Bird Studies Canada, at aheagy@bsc-eoc.org, or 
by phone at 1-888-448-2473 x 166.  

 

Election of Councillors 
 
At the Annual General Meeting on April 12, 2010, Kevin Seymour presented the 
following list of proposed TOC Councillors, noting there were no contested 
positions. 
  

President   Kevin Seymour 
Secretary   Celia Harte 
Treasurer   Bob Cumming 
Editor    Mark Field 
Membership Secretary Jeremy Hatt 
Conservation Councillor Margaret Kelch 
Outings Councillor  Sarah Box 
Programs Councillor  Mark Peck 
Records Councillor  Tyler Hoar 
Member-at-large  Marg Catto 
Member-at-large   Bob Kortright 

  
A vacancy remains for the position of Vice-President. The membership elected 
the Councillors by a show of hands.  
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TORONTO ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB 
MINUTES OF THE 775th MEETING 
 
Date:  April 12, 2010 
Place:  Memorial Hall, 5110 Yonge St. 
Chair:  Kevin Seymour, President 
Attendance: 64
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion (Marg Catto/Rayfield Pye): To approve the minutes of the 773rd 
meeting of the TOC held on February 8, 2010. Carried. 
 
WELCOME & INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
Members   Guests  
 
Mark Field  Maya Ricker-Wilson 
   Brett Tyron 
Jeremy Hatt  Angela Barbetta 
   Eric Davies 
Mark Peck  Victor Ayala 
   Antonio Coral 
   Keijia Zhang 
Kevin Seymour  Jeff Warren 
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  
 
Kevin welcomed Amy Whitear and Ivor Williams as new members of the TOC. 
 
[Kevin then convened the Annual General Meeting, the minutes for which will 
be reported separately. The regular meeting continued afterwards.]  
 
REPORTS 
 
Outings  
·  Sarah Box announced the following upcoming walks: 

o Saturday, April 24, Second Marsh (Oshawa) – “Little Gulls and other 
migrants”, led by Tyler Hoar. The walk begins at 9:00 a.m., but it’s 
recommended to arrive earlier to see the Little Gulls. 

o Sunday, April 25, Leslie Street Spit – “Early Migrants”, led by Hugh 
Currie, beginning at 8 a.m. 

o Saturday, May 1, High Park – “Spring Migration”, led by Bob Yukich, 
beginning at 7:30 a.m. 

 
Newsletter  
·  Mark Field advised members of the user name and password to access 

the newsletter, which is now being posted in the members’ area on the 
website rather than being sent out as an email attachment. 

 
Membership 
·  Jeremy Hatt thanked those who had responded to the invitation to the new 

members’ event at the Royal Ontario Museum. He will be sending out a 
reminder shortly. It was confirmed that people are welcome to bring their 
cameras. 

·  Jeremy reported that, going forward, membership renewal notices would 

TOC Contacts 
 

President 
Kevin Seymour 
KEVIN.SEYMOUR<AT>SYMPATICO.CA 
 
Vice President 
Vacant 
 
 
Secretary 
Celia Harte 
CJHARTE<AT>PATHCOM.COM 
 
Treasurer 
Bob Cumming 
ROBERT.CUMMING<AT>ROGERS.COM 
 
Conservation 
Margaret Kelch 
MARGARETKELCH<AT>SYMPATICO.CA 
 
Editor 
Mark Field 
MARK.FIELD<AT>ROGERS.COM 
 
Records 
Tyler Hoar 
THOAR<AT>ROGERS.COM 
 
Outings 
Sarah Box 
BIRDINGSARAH<AT>HOTMAIL.COM 
 
Membership 
Jeremy Hatt 
HATTJEREMY<AT>HOTMAIL.COM 
 
Programs 
Mark Peck 
MARKP<AT>ROM.ON.CA 
 
Webmaster 
Rob Miller 
ROBM<AT>LIVE.CA 
 
Councillor-at-Large 
Marg Catto 
JCATTO<AT>SYMPATICO.CA 
 
Councillor-at-Large 
Bob Kortright 
BOBWSK<AT>SYMPATICO.CA 
 
http://torontobirding.ca 
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be sent out earlier, with a view to finalizing the membership list earlier in the New Year.  
 
Conservation 
·  Margaret Kelch noted that volunteers are still being sought to lead birding walks at the May 8 Tommy Thompson Park 

Festival. 
·  Margaret reported that she and Don Barnett had recently spent several hours with City of Toronto staff at Colonel 

Sam Smith Park with respect to issues related to preservation and rehabilitation of habitat for migratory birds. She 
noted TOC comments seemed to be well received by City staff and plans for planting will be shared with the TOC. 
East Point Park has also been identified as an area for a habitat review this spring. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
·  Baillie Birdathon: Members were encouraged to sign up to sponsor Andrew Keaveney; a sign-up sheet was circulated. 
·  Whimbrel Project: Kevin reported the total TOC donation, including donations from individual members, to Fletcher 

Smith’s research project amounts to $2,180. This will be used for radio transmitters. Kevin also noted that Don Barnett 
is coordinating the Whimbrel count this spring at Colonel Sam Smith Park. 

·  Bob Kortright invited members to participate in the TOC’s spring warbler count, which involves choosing a location 
and spending approximately an hour each day from May 1 to early June recording warbler sightings. Additional 
volunteers are welcome and it was suggested that members could share a route with one or more other individuals. 

 
PROGRAM  
 
Alex Kovaloff introduced Yvonne Verkuil, who spoke about “Why is the Eurasian Ruff immigrating into North America: The 
story of flexible flyways”. A question and answer period followed the presentation, after which Skip Shand thanked 
Yvonne on behalf of the TOC. 
 
SIGHTINGS 
 
Members noted recent sightings. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
___________________________ 
Celia Harte, Secretary 
 


